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COVID-19 Weekly Epidemiological Update  
Edition 58, published 21 September 2021 

In this edition:  

¶ Global overview 

¶ Special focus: Update on SARS-CoV-2 Variants of Interest and Variants of Concern 

¶ WHO regional overviews 

¶ Summary of the Weekly Operational Update 

 

Global overview 
Data as of 19 September 2021 
 
The numbers of weekly COVID-19 cases and deaths globally continued to decline this week, with over 3.6 million 

cases and just under 60 000 deaths reported between 13-19 September. This brings the cumulative number of 

confirmed cases reported globally to just under 228 million. While the African and the European Regions 

reported numbers of cases similar to those of the previous week, the other regions reported decreases in weekly 

case incidence, with substantial decreases reported in the Eastern Mediterranean (22%) and South East Asia 

Regions (16%). 

 

In terms of COVID-19 mortality, nearly 60 000 deaths were reported globally in the past week, a 7% decrease as 

compared to the previous week. This brings the cumulative number of deaths to over 4.6 million. The African, 

Eastern Mediterranean and South-East Asian Regions reported decreases in weekly mortality over the past 

week, with the South-East Asia Region reporting the largest percentage decrease (27%). In contrast, the Western 

Pacific Region reported an increase (7%) in the number of new weekly deaths, while the number of deaths 

reported in Americas and European Regions reported was similar to that of the previous week. 

 

Figure 1. COVID-19 cases reported weekly by WHO Region, and global deaths, as of 19 September 2021**  

 

** See Annex 2: Data, table and figure notes 
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The regions reporting the highest weekly incidence rates per 100 000 population of cases and deaths remain the 

same as in the previous week: the Region of the Americas (135.5 new cases per 100 000 population; 2.4 deaths 

per 100 000 population) and the European Region (116.9 new cases per 100 000 population; 1.6 deaths per 100 

000 population).   

 

The highest numbers of new cases were reported from the United States of America (1 017 644 new cases; 

similar to last week), India (211 242 new cases; 15% decrease), the United Kingdom (203 077 new cases; 21% 

decrease), Turkey (183 962 new cases; 16% increase), and the Philippines (141 522 new cases; similar to last 

week); while the highest number of new deaths were reported from the United States of America (12 896 new 

deaths; 2% increase), the Russian Federation (5469 new deaths; similar to last week), Brazil (3 727 new deaths; 

17% increase), Mexico (3 689 new deaths; 20% decrease), and the Islamic Republic of Iran (2 967 new deaths; 

21% decrease). 

 
Globally, cases of the Alpha variant have been reported in 193 countries, territories or areas (hereafter 
countries; no new country added since last two weeks), while 142 countries (one new country since last week) 
have reported cases of the Beta variant; and 96 countries (four new countries since last week) have reported 
cases of the Gamma variant.  The Delta variant has been reported in 185 countries (five new countries since 
last week) across all six WHO regions as of 21 September.  
 

Table 1. Newly reported and cumulative COVID-19 cases and deaths, by WHO Region, as of 19 September 2021**  

WHO Region 
New cases 

in last 7 
days (%) 

Change in 
new cases in 
last 7 days * 

Cumulative 
cases (%) 

New deaths 
in last 7 days 

(%) 

Change in new 
deaths in last 

7 days * 

Cumulative 
deaths (%) 

Americas 
1 386 267 

 (38%) 
-7% 

87 874 973 
 (39%) 

24 489 
 (41%) 

-2% 
2 170 188 

 (46%) 

Europe 
1 090 667 

 (30%) 
-4% 

68 290 457 
 (30%) 

14 477 
 (24%) 

1% 
1 311 390 

 (28%) 

South-East Asia 
383 053 

 (10%) 
-16% 

42 498 922 
 (19%) 

6 540 
 (11%) 

-27% 
668 468 

 (14%) 

Eastern 
Mediterranean 

250 781 
 (7%) 

-22% 
15 449 977 

 (7%) 
5 074 
 (8%) 

-20% 
282 711 

 (6%) 

Western Pacific 
461 979 

 (13%) 
-11% 

7 914 374 
 (3%) 

6 852 
 (11%) 

7% 
107 712 

 (2%) 

Africa 
98 485 

 (3%) 
4% 

5 911 505 
 (3%) 

2 407 
 (4%) 

-21% 
142 417 

 (3%) 

Global 
3 671 232 

 (100%) 
-9% 

227 940 972 
 (100%) 

59 839 
 (100%) 

-7% 
4 682 899 

 (100%) 

 

*Percent change in the number of newly confirmed cases/deaths in past seven days, compared to seven days prior 
** See Annex 2: Data, table and figure notes 

For the latest data and other updates on COVID-19, please see: 

¶ WHO COVID-19 Dashboard 

¶ WHO COVID-19 Weekly Operational Update and previous editions of the Weekly Epidemiological 

Update  

https://covid19.who.int/
https://covid19.who.int/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/situation-reports
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Figure 2. COVID-19 cases per 100 000 population reported by countries, territories and areas, 13 ς 19 September 2021** 

 

** See Annex 2: Data, table and figure notes 
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Figure 3. COVID-19 deaths per 100 000 population reported by countries, territories and areas, 13 -19 September 2021** 

 

** See Annex 2: Data, table and figure notes




































