
This is the last in a series of two  articles 

on Neglected Tropical Diseases—an over-

view 

Examples of diseases under each category, with 

their mainstay control strategies are shown in 

the table below  

Table 1: Classification of NTDs according to 

their control strategies 

Source: Report for the All-Party Parliamentary 

Group on Malaria and Neglected Tropical Dis-

eases 

 

The WHO road map – SDG 
 

In 2007, the WHO convened its first meeting on 

combatting NTDs. This was followed by the de-

velopment of a roadmap for control, elimination 

and eradication of NTDs for the period 2012-

2020 (Savioli & Daumerie, 2012). This road map 

mainly concentrated on the 17 initial NTDs. A 

new road map for the decade 2021-2030 titled 

“Ending the neglect to attain the Sustainable 

Development Goals” has been developed by the 

WHO with the following overarching global tar-

gets for 2030: 

 

• 90% reduction in people requiring inter-

ventions against neglected tropical dis-

eases 

• 75% reduction in disability-adjusted life 

years related to neglected tropical dis-

eases 

• 100 countries to have eliminated at least 

one neglected tropical disease 

• 2 neglected tropical diseases to be eradi-

cated  

This road map has set specific, measurable tar-

gets for 2030 and also interim milestones for the 

years 2023 and 2025 for the eradication, elimi-

nation and control of the 20 NTDs (Table 2), 

which are in line with the Sustainable Develop-

ment Goals. The map differs from the previous 

in three ways: i) increased accountability for 

impact by using impact indicators instead of pro-

cess indicators; ii) instead of siloed, disease-

specific programmes, cross-cutting perspectives 

centered on the needs of patients and communi-

ties, with monitoring and evaluation have been 

preferred; and iii) ensures greater ownership of 
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programmes by countries. 

Table 2 – Stage of prevention and control planned for the 20 

NTDs by 2030 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prevention and control 
 
Many NTDs are preventable, and can be eliminated with im-
proved sanitation, vector control, available treatments and 
mass drug administration (MDA) campaigns.  
The WHO presents 5 broad strategies for control, prevention 
and elimination of NTDs (Uniting to Combat NTDs, 2017): 

• Preventive chemotherapy and transmission control 
(PCT) (Table 3) 

• Innovative and intensified disease management (IDM) 
(Table 3) 

• Vector ecology and management – targets mosquitoes, 
flies, ticks, bugs and other vectors that transmit patho-
gens. 

• Veterinary public health at the human-animal interface – 
are especially important with regard to the control of 
zoonoses 

 
Provision of safe water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) 

Table 3: Difference between PCT and IDM 

While majority of the NTDs can be controlled with either the 

PCT or the IDM methods, it is worthwhile to note that most 

diseases (especially vector-borne diseases and zoonoses) 

need cross-cutting interventions which involve a combination of 

the 5 strategies mentioned above for effective prevention and 

control. 
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Target Diseases 
Eradica-
tion 

Dracunculiasis 
Yaws 

Elimina-
tion 

Human African trypanosomiasis 
Leprosy 
Onchocerciasis 

Elimina-
tion as a 
public 
health 
problem 

Chagas disease 
Human African trypanosomiasis 
Visceral Leishmaniasis 
Lymphatic filariasis 
Rabies 
Schistosomiasis 
Soil-transmitted helminthiasis 
Trachoma 

Control Buruli ulcer 
Dengue 
Echinococcosis 
Food-borne trematodiases 
Cutaneous Leishmaniasis 
Mycetoma, chromo blasto-mycosis 

and other deep mycoses 
Scabies and other ectoparasitoses 
Snakebite envenoming 
Taeniasis/cysticercosis 

PCT IDM 
Focuses on the availability of safe and effica-
cious drugs for regular, coordinated large 
scale administration of single dose medication 
for treatment. 
  
Mainly targets helminthiases and trachoma 
  

Intensified management directed at NTDs for which simple treat-
ments and tools are not yet available. The goal is to manage 
diseases within primary healthcare systems. 
  
Mainly targets protozoan and complex bacterial diseases 

Examples 
Schistosomiasis 
Soil-transmitted helminthiases 
Foodborne trematode infections 
Lymphatic filariasis 
Onchocerciasis 
trachoma 

       Buruli ulcer 
endemic treponematoses (yaws) 
leprosy (Hansen disease) 
Chagas disease 
Human African trypanosomiasis 
Leishmaniasis 
Cysticercosis 
Echinococcosis 

http://www.who.int/healthinfo/global_burden_disease/estimates/en/index2.html
http://www.who.int/healthinfo/global_burden_disease/estimates/en/index2.html
http://www
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Table 1:  Selected notifiable diseases reported by Medical Officers of Health     18th– 24th July 2020 (30th  Week) 
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Table 2: Vaccine-Preventable Diseases  &  AFP                                    18th– 24th July 2020 (30th  Week) 

Key to Table 1 & 2 
Provinces:                 W: Western, C: Central, S: Southern, N: North, E:  East, NC: North Central, NW: North Western, U: Uva, Sab: Sabaragamuwa. 
RDHS Divisions:    CB: Colombo, GM: Gampaha, KL: Kalutara, KD: Kandy, ML: Matale, NE: Nuwara Eliya, GL: Galle, HB: Hambantota, MT: Matara,  JF: Jaffna,                     

KN: Killinochchi, MN: Mannar, VA: Vavuniya, MU: Mullaitivu, BT: Batticaloa, AM: Ampara, TR: Trincomalee, KM: Kalmunai, KR: Kurunegala, PU: Puttalam,  
AP: Anuradhapura, PO: Polonnaruwa, BD: Badulla,  MO: Moneragala, RP: Ratnapura, KG: Kegalle. 

Data Sources:  
Weekly Return of Communicable Diseases: Diphtheria, Measles, Tetanus, Neonatal Tetanus, Whooping Cough, Chickenpox, Meningitis, Mumps., Rubella, CRS,  
Special Surveillance:  AFP* (Acute Flaccid Paralysis ), Japanese Encephalitis  

CRS** =Congenital Rubella Syndrome 
NA = Not Available  

Disease 
No. of Cases  by Province 

Number of 
cases 
during 
current 
week in 
2020 

Number of 
cases 
during  
same  
week in 
2019 

Total num-
ber of 
cases to 
date in  
2020 

Total num-
ber of cases 
to date in  
2019 

Difference 
between the 
number of 
cases to date in 
2020 & 2019 W C S N E NW NC U Sab 

AFP*  00 00 00 00 00 01 00 00 00 01 01 25 47  - 47.8 % 

Diphtheria 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 
 
00 
  

0 % 

Mumps 00 01 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 01 04 107 206  - 48 % 

Measles 00 00 01 00 00 00 00 00 00 01 08 35 209 -  83.2 % 

Rubella 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 0 % 

CRS** 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 0 % 

Tetanus 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 01 03 12 - 75 % 

Neonatal Tetanus 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 0 % 

Japanese En-
cephalitis 

00 00 00 00 00 00 00 01 00 00 00 29 10 190 % 

Whooping Cough 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 02 05 36 - 86.1 % 

Tuberculosis 118 06 02 00 05 00 00 04 11 146 166 3502 4874 - 28.1 % 

 

Number of Malaria Cases Up to End of  July 2020, 

06 
All are Imported!!! 


