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1. POLIOMYELITIS 
 
Twenty (20) Acute Flaccid cases were notified to the 

Epidemiology Unit during the 4th quarter 2017. This is 

almost above the reported AFP cases of 16 during the 4th 

quarter 2016. Reported number of AFP cases for the 

quarter was below the expected number of AFP cases per 

quarter of the annual surveillance target of 2:100,000 under 

15 - year age population, which was 24 according to the 

current census survey population. The non-polio AFP rate 

for the fourth quarter of 2016 was 1.3:100,000 under 15 

populations. 

 
 

Notification of AFP Cases from Hospitals  
 
All hospitals where Consultant Paediatricians are available 

are considered as sentinel sites for AFP surveillance. A 

total of 71 sentinel sites are currently functioning and last 

updated in 2016.  All sentinel sites are expected to report 

immediately on AFP case admissions to the Epidemiology 

Unit and to the Regional Epidemiologist of the respective 

area of patientôs residence.  

 

Major hospital reporting AFP cases of (35%) is Lady 

Ridgeway Childrenôs Hospital (LRH).All hospitals reporting 

AFP cases are given in table 01. 

 
 

Distribution of AFP Cases according to Provinces, 

Districts & MOH Areas  

 
The highest number of cases was reported from Kandy 

district 4 cases. The complete list of distribution of AFP 

cases according to the province, district and MOH area is 

given in table 02. 

 

 
Seasonal Distribution of AFP Cases  

 

Majority of AFP cases were reported during October (55%). 

This is the compatible quarter in 2016 which reported the 

similar proportion in October. 

 

 

 
TABLE 01  

 
NOTIFICATION OF AFP CASES BY SENTINEL 

HOSPITALS 4TH QUARTER 2017  
 
 Hospital No: of cases reported 

 LRH                      7  
    

 SBSCH 3  

 TH Peradeniya 3  

 GH Badulla 1  

 TH Kandy 2  

 TH Karapitiya 2  

 TH Jaffna 1  

 
TH Batticoloa 1 

 
    

 Total                      20  

 
TABLE 02:  GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF 

AFP CASES  4TH QUARTER 2017 
  
    Number  

 Province District MOH Area of AFP  

    cases  
      

 Western Colombo Maharagama 1  
      

  Kalutara Milleniya 1  
      

 Southern Galle Elpitiya 1  
      

   Hikkaduwa 1  
      

 Central Kandy MC Kandy 2  
      

   Bambaradeniya 1  
      

   Ganga Ihala 1  
      

  Nuwaraeliya Rikillagaskada 1  
      

   Ambagamuwa 1  
      

 Sabaragamuwa Rathnapura Ayagama 1  
      

  Kegalle Warakapola 1  
      

 North Western Puttalam Chilaw 1  

 Eastern Ampara Uhana 1  

  Batticoloa Batticoloa 1  
      

 Uva Monaragala Wellawaya 1  

   Meadagama 2  

  Badulla Uva Paranagama 1  

 Nothern Mannar Mannar 1  
      

 Total   20  
      

 
 
Age and Sex Distribution of AFP cases  
 

Majority of the cases were boys during the 4th quarter 2017 

and this was similar when compared to the trend reported 

during the 4th quarter 2016 in which majority was (55%) boys 

in the reported AFP cases.   

Majority (80%) of the cases was between 1-9 years during 

the 4th quarter this year and the trend was lower compared 

to the compatible quarter in the previous year.    

 

The table below shows the age distribution in the 4th quarter 

2017. 
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TABLE 03. DISTRIBUTION OF AFP CASES BY AGE 

4TH QUARTER 2017. 
  
 Age Group  Sex  Total   

  Male Female   
      

 <1 year old 0 0 0  
      

 1-4 year old 2 0 2  
      

 5-9 year old 7 7 14  
      

 10-15 year old 2 2 4  
      

 Total  11 9 20  
      

 

Final diagnoses of AFP cases  

 
Majority (80%) of the reported AFP cases was finally 

diagnosed as Guillain Barre Syndrome (GBS). Final 

diagnoses of all 20 cases of AFP are given in table 3.The 

GBS rate was 0.9/100,000 under 15 population. 

 
TABLE 04: FINAL DIAGNOSES OF AFP PATIENTS 

REPORTED DURING THE  4TH QUARTER 2017. 

 
 

Final Diagnoses  Frequency  
  

GBS 16 
  

Transverse Myelitis 01 
Acute Cerebellitis 01 

  

ADEM 01 

Facial nerve palsy 01 

Total 20 

  

 

 

 

LABORATORY SURVEILLANCE OF AFP CASES  

 

Two stool samples collected within 14 days of onset of 

paralysis are required at the Virology laboratory (Medical 

Research Institute, WHO regional reference laboratory)  for 

exclusion of polio virus. According to WHO criteria these 

samples should be of ógood conditionô as well as timely. 

Being of correct quantity (8-10g), being sent in a leak proof 

container with no evidence of spillage or leakage and 

presence of ice in the container on receipt are the criteria to 

be completed to make the samples of ógood conditionô. 

 

Out of all cases 17 AFP cases (85.0%) had both stool 

samples collected timely and sent to MRI for polio virology.  

 

 

 

 

2. MEASLES 
 

 
Outbreak situation experienced in the country has come 

down during the 4th quarter 2017 with declining tendency.40 

cases were suspected of possible measles during the 4th 

quarter 2017 but only 38 cases were identified as  

compatible with clinical case definition of ñfever and 

maculopapular rash with one of the signs of cough, coryza or 

conjunctivitisò. Other suspected cases were discarded as 

non measles cases. These clinical cases were field 

investigated (20%) by the respective Medical Officers of 

Health (MOH) of the patientsô residential areas and special 

field investigation reports have been sent to the 

Epidemiology Unit. 

Of the cases compatible with clinical case definition of 

Measles 27% were below 9 month of age whose measles 

vaccination is not indicated. Western province (32%) and 

North Central province (15%) reported majority of measles 

cases..    

Laboratory investigations of suspected measles or rubella 

patients (01) from October to December who were with fever 

and maculopapular rash with one of cough, coryza or 

conjunctivitis were investigated in the WHO accredited 

virology laboratory at the Medical Research Institute (MRI) 

and identified 0 cases were serology positive for Measles 

IgM antibodies. Outbreak of measles was considered as 

continuing at declining tendency during the fourth quarter.   

 

3. LEPTOSPIROSIS 
 
During the 4th Quarter 2017, 1437 cases and 23 deaths 

(CFR 1.6 %) due to Leptospirosis were notified to the 

Epidemiology Unit compared to 767 cases and 11 deaths 

in the previous quarter and 783 cases and 18 deaths 

during the corresponding quarter of 2016. 

 

Age and sex distribution of patients, revealed by the 

special surveillance data is given in table 05. 
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ANIMAL RABIES  
 

 

TABLE 05: SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS OF 

LEPTOSPIRO-SIS PATIENTS (%) - 4TH QUARTER 

2017 
 
 
 
 

     Sex  
 

Age Group  
   

 

Male Female 

 

     
       

 0 - 9 years  1.2 0.0  

       

 10 - 19 years  6.5 5.0  
       

 20 - 29years  14.2 11.0  

       

 30 - 39years  18.6 7.0  

       

 40 - 49years  21.7 26.0  
       

 50 - 59 years  22.0 31.0  
     

 >60years  15.8 20.0  
       

   Total  100.00 100.00  
       
 

 
4. HUMAN RABIES  

 
Eight cases of Human Rabies were notified to the 

Epidemiology Unit in the 4th quarter 2017 compared to 

04 cases in the previous quarter and 07 cases in the 

corresponding quarter of year 2016. The 08 notified 

Human Rabies cases have been confirmed. 

 
During this quarter, 32 dogs were reported positive 

for rabies, compared to 39 in the previous quarter and 

114 positive in the same period in the last year. 

 

ANIMAL BIRTH CONT ROL 

 

Chemical - A total of 2886 female dogs were injected 

with birth control injections (Progesterone) during the 

quarter under review. Surgical ï 48465 female dogs 

were subjected to sterilization by surgical method 

during the quarter under review. 

 
RABIES CONTROL ACTIVITIES 
 
Dog vaccination - A total of 388701 dogs were 

vaccinated during the Quarter under review when 

compared to 361269 in the previous quarter and 

375931 in corresponding Quarter of the last year. 

5. VIRAL HEPATITIS  
 
In the 4th Quarter 2017, a total of 102 cases of Viral 

Hepatitis were reported to the Epidemiology Unit. This 

was in comparison to the 90 cases in the previous 

quarter and 301 cases in the corresponding quarter of 

2016. Kaluthara district (15 cases) reported the highest 

number of cases followed by Rathnapura District (12 

cases). 

6. ENTERIC FEVER 
 
In the 4th  Quarter 2017, a total of 129 cases of Enteric 

fever were reported to the Epidemiology Unit, 

compared to 118 cases in the previous quarter and 

134 cases in the corresponding quarter of 2016. The 

district of Vavuniya (36 cases) reported the highest 

number of cases, followed by Jaffna (20 cases). 

7. DYSENTERY 
 
In the 4th Quarter 2017, a total of 775 cases of 

Dysentery were reported to the Epidemiology Unit, in 

comparison to 559 cases in the previous quarter and 

983 cases in the corresponding quarter of 2016. 

Jaffna district (156 cases) and Batticoloa (88 cases) 

reported the highest numbers of cases. 

8. MALARIA   
There were no indigenous malaria cases reported 

during the 4th quarter of 2017.  

 

 



 
  
Table 07 
 
SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS OF C ONFIRMED 

CASES OF JEðup to 4th q uarter 201 7 (N= 20) 
 
 

  Male 16 (64%)  

 
Sex 

   
 

Female 09 (36%) 

 

   
     

  < 1 y 00(00%)  
     

  1-10 y 03 (12%)  
     

 Age  group      11- 20 y 00 (00%)  
     

  21-50Y 12 (48%)  
     

  > 50 Y 10 (40%)  
     

  Ratnapura 08( 32%)  
     

  Galle 03(12%)  
     

  Gampaha 03(12%)  
 

District 

   

 Matara 02 (08%)  
   

     

  Colombo 02 (08%)  
     

  Kalutara 02 (08%)  
     

  Matale 01 (04%)  
     

  Hambantota 01 (04%)  

  Badulla 01(04%)  

  Anuradapura 01(04%)  
     

 
4 

 

9. JAPANESE  ENCEPHALITIS (JE)  

 
During the 3rd quarter of 2017, 56 cases of clinically 

suspected Encephalitis cases were reported to the 

Epidemiology Unit through the routine disease notification 

system. Out of this, 37 cases were clinically confirmed by 

the Public Health Inspectors during their field 

investigations.  

 

During the 3rd quarter of 2017, MRI has reported 3 lab 

confirmed JE cases. Out of these 2 confirmed JE cases, 

all (100%) were investigated by the MOH. Up to 3rd 

Quarter (Jan ïSep) 2017, MRI has reported altogether 25 

lab confirmed JE cases 

 

 

Among them, 10 (40%) were over 50 years of age, another 

12 (48%) were     between 21 -50 years, none was 

between 11 - 20 years, another 3 (12%) were 1-10 years 

while none were less than one year. 

 

 The highest number of confirmed JE cases (07) were 

reported from Ratnapura, and Galle (3), Gampaha (3), 

Kalutara (2), Colombo (2), Matara (2) districts followed by 

(01) from Hambantota, Badulla, Matale  and Anuradhpura 

districts.  The majority of the confirmed JE cases have not 

been immunized  

Table 06 
 
RESULTS OF BLOOD SMEAR EXAMINATION FOR MALARIA PARASITES - 4TH QUARTER 2017  
  4th quarter 201 6 4th quarter 2017   
     

 No. of blood smears examined 271,014 273,822  
     

 No. of positives 0 0  
     

 No. of P. vivax  0 0  
     

 No. of P. falciparum  0 0  
     

 No. of mixed infections 0 0  
     

 No. of infant positives 0 0  
     

 Slide positivity rate (S.P.R.) 0.00 0.00  
     

 P.v. : P.f. ratio 0 0  
     

 Percentage of infant positives 0% 0  
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Table 08 

 
DISTRIBUTION OF NUMBER OF BLOOD SMEARS 

EXAMINED BY DISTRICT RMOï 4TH QUARTER 2017 
 
 
 

 

 RMO Oct  Nov Dec Total   

       

 Colom bo 5999 5601 6770 18370  
       

 Gampaha  4669 6088 44345 15102  
       

 Kalutara  2,128 1861 1741 5730  
       

 Kandy  4876 4291 5002 14169  
       

 Matale 2804 2717 3021 8542  
       

 Nuwara - eliya  285 420 330 1035  
       

 Galle 2115 1838 2413 6366  
       

 Matara 1804 2053 1932 5789  
       

 Hambantota  2021 1966 1141 5128  
       

 Jaffna  5112 6616 7393 19121  
       

 Kilinochchi  2018 3017 3007 8042  
       

 Vavuniya  1977 3237 2048 7262  
       

 Mannar  3524 3844 3815 11183  
       

 Mullaitivu  1777 1734 2146 5657  
       

 Batticaloa  5690 5119 5715 16524  
       

 Ampara  2566 2438 1818 6822  
       

 Kalmuna i 4391 3559 3898 11848  
       

 Trincomalee  3176 2850 3545 9,834  
       

 Kurunegala  6473 6543 6239 19255  
       

 Maho 1866 1251 1644 4761  
       

 Puttalam  2560 2804 2612 7976  
       

 Anuradhapura  4095 4743 4520 13358  
       

 Pollonnaruwa  3499 4440 3559 11498  
       

 Badulla  3710 3480 3489 10679  
       

 Monaragala  3715 3174 3927 10816  
       

 Rathnapura  4049 4326 3692 12067  
       

 Kegalle  2694 2685 1772 7151  
       

 TOTAL 89593 92695 91534 273822  
     6  

 
Table 09 
 
MORBIDITY AND MORTALITY DUE TO 

DF/DHF - 4TH QUARTER 2017 
 
 

 

 RDHS Divi - Cases Percentage  Deaths  CFR  
 sion   (%)    
       

 Colombo  3556 13.55 2 0.06  
       

 Gampaha  3076 11.72 5 0.16  
       

 Kalutara  1411 5.38 1 0.07  
       

 Kandy  2662 10.15 4 0.15  
       

 Matale  606 2.31 1 0.17  
       

 N' Eliya  88 0.34 0 0.00  
       

 Galle 802 3.06 1 0.12  
       

 Hambantota  599 2.28 0 0.00  
       

 Matara 537 2.05 0 0.00  
       

 Jaffna  2014 7.68 2 0.10  
       

 Kilinochchi  77 0.29 0 0.00  
       

 Mannar  36 0.14 0 0.00  
       

 Vavuniya  288 1.10 1 0.35  
       

 Mulativu  80 0.30 0 0.00  
       

 Batticaloa  967 3.69 1 0.10  
       

 Ampara  134 0.51 0 0.00  
       

 Trincomalee  295 1.12 0 0.00  
       

 Kurunagale  1677 6.39 2 0.12  
       

 Puttalam  2673 10.19 10 0.37  
       

 A'pura  423 1.61 1 0.24  
       

 Polonnaruwa  194 0.74 1 0.52  
       

 Badulla  511 1.95 0 0.00  
       

 Moneragala  982 3.74 0 0.00  
       

 Ratnapura  826 3.15 0 0.00  
       

 Kegalle  783 2.98 3 0.38  
       

 Kalmunai  938 3.58 2 0.21  
       

 Total  26235 100.00 37 0.14  
       


