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1. POLIOMYELITIS 
 
Ten (10) Acute Flaccid cases were notified to the 

Epidemiology Unit during the 3rd quarter, 2017. This is 

almost above the number of AFP cases of 18 during the 3rd 

quarter 2016. Reported number of AFP cases for the 

quarter is below the expected number of AFP cases per 

quarter of the annual surveillance target of 2:100,000 

under 15 - year age population, which is 24 according to 

the current census survey population. The non-polio AFP 

rate for the third quarter of 2017 was 1.3:100,000 under 15 

year age population. 

 

Notification of AFP Cases from Hospitals  
 
Availability of Clinicians in all hospitals considered as 

sentinel sites for AFP surveillance is vital. A total of 71 

sentinel sites are currently functioning and last updated in 

2016.  All sentinel sites are expected to report immediately 

on AFP case admissions to the Epidemiology Unit and the 

Regional Epidemiologist of the respective area of patientôs 

residence.  
   
Majority of AFP cases (60%) were notified from Lady 

Ridgeway Childrenôs Hospital (LRH) during the quarter. 

Number of AFP cases notified during the quarter is given 

below. 

 

Distribution of AFP Cases according to Provinces, 

Districts & MOH Areas  

 

The higher number of cases (3) was reported from the 

Colombo district. The complete list of distribution of AFP 

cases according to province, district and MOH area are 

given below. 

 

Seasonal Distribution of AFP Cases  

 

Majority of AFP cases were reported during August (44%). 

There is no observable variation of case presentation by 

month compared to the compatible quarter in the previous 

year. 

 
Age and Sex Distribution of AFP Cases  

 

Majority of AFP cases (55.5%) were males during the 3rd 

quarter 2016. During the 3rd quarter, 2015 the trend was 

different with majority being females.  

 

 
Table 01 

Notification of AFP cases by sentinel  
hospitals 3 rd Quarter 2017  
 
Hospital No: of cases reported 

Lady Ridgeway Hospital 6 

T.H.Anuradhapura 1 

T.H.Kurunegala 1 

TH Kandy 1 

G.H.Polonnaruwa 1 

Total 10 

 
Table 02 : Geographical distribution of A FP cases   

 
    Number 
 Province District MOH Area of AFP 

    cases 

 Western Colombo Kahathuduwa 1  

   Kosgama 1  

   Maharagama 1  

 Southern  Imaduwa 1  

  Matara Welipitiya 1  

  Hambantota Beliatta 1  

 Central Kandy Pujapitiya 1  

  Matale Ukuwela 2  

  Nuwaraeliya Lindula 1  

 
    

 

 Sabaragamuwa Kegalle Warakapola 1  

  Rathnapura Kolonna 1  

 North Western Kurunegala Mawathagama 1  

   Galgamuwa 1  

 North Central Anuradapuara NNP 1  

   Palagala 1  

 Uva Badulla Kandaketiya 1  

 Nothern Mannar Nananthan 1  

 Total    18  

 
Majority (66.6%) of cases was between 1-9 years during the 

3rd quarter this year and the trend was higher compared to 

the compatible quarter in the previous year.    

 

 

The table below shows the age distribution in the 3rd quarter 

2017. 
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         Table 03. Distribution of AFP cases by Age  3rd 2. MEASLES  

Quarter 2017 .     
 

 Age Group  Sex  Total   

  Male Female   

 <1 year old 0 2 2  

 1-4 year old 2 4 6  

 5-9 year old 4 2 6  

 10-15 year old 4 0 4  

 Total  10 8 18  
      

 

Final diagnoses of AFP cases  

Majority (88.2%) of the reported AFP cases was Guillain Barre 

Syndrome (GBS) and diagnoses of all 18 cases of AFP are 

given in table 4. 

 
Table 04: Final diagnoses of AFP patients  reported 

during the 3rd quarter 201 7. 

  
 Final Diagnoses  Frequency   

 GBS 13  

 Transversmylitis 1  

 Paraspinal Tumor 1  

 Neuroblastoma 1  

 Transient Paralysis 1  

 Encephalaitis 1  

 Total  18  

 
Laboratory Surveillance of AFP Cases  

 

Two stool samples collected within 14 days of onset of 

paralysis are required at the Virology laboratory (Medical 

Research Institute, WHO regional reference laboratory) for 

exclusion of polio virus. According to WHO criteria these 

samples should be of ógood conditionô as well as timely. Being 

of correct quantity (8 - 10g), being sent in a leak proof 

container with no evidence of spillage or leakage and presence 

of ice in the container on receipt are the criteria to be 

completed to make the samples of ógood conditionô. 

 

Out of all AFP cases 16 (88.8%) had both stool samples 

collected timely and sent to MRI for polio virology.  

 
 
 
 
352 suspected measles patients were reported during the third 

quarter 2017  and  reported number of cases was same as the 

cases for the compatible quarter in the previous  year(52). Out 

of these clinical cases compatible with clinical surveillance 

case definition of ñfever and maculopapular rash with one of 

the signs of cough, coryza or conjunctivitisò 47 (90%) were 

laboratory tested and 0 were laboratory confirmed for measles. 

Laboratory testing rate which was expected to achieve >80% 

has not been achieved during the quarter and non measles, non 

rubella rate was only 0.5/100,000 population, which was 

expected to achieve >2/100,000 population.   

The outbreak situation started in 2013 was continuing and MMR 

vaccine schedule change has been decided based on sero 

survey findings of high susceptibility of infants due to possible 

early waning of maternal antibodies of immunized mothers. The 

first dose of MMR vaccination was brought down to 9 months of 

age while keeping the 2nd dose of MMR at 3 years. This change 

is  expected to bring down the observed high transmission of 

measles among infants.  

Out of the reported cases (52) during the quarter, case based 

field investigations have been conducted by relevant Medical 

Officers of Health in respective areas of patientôs residence and 

17  (32%)  of special investigation forms have been received at 

the Epidemiology Unit.  

Majority of affected were below 1 year (52%) and above 30 

years of age (12%) indicating high transmission or the most 

susceptible in these age categories. But relatively high 

proportion of cases (4%) has been observed between 18-30 

years among those who should have had at least 1 dose of 

measles vaccine at the age of 9 months as it has been added to 

the National Immunization Programme in 1984. On review of the 

total number of 2 cases of 18-30 years, declared they had not 

received the measles vaccination and were uncertain about 

measles vaccination. But of the tested cases for measles (4%) 

in this age category (15-30 years) not a single case had been 

laboratory confirmed.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Table 05: Measles case reporting according to 

the districts ð 3rd quarter 201 7 
  

 District  cases  District  cases 
   

      

 Colombo 16 Mannar 0  

 Gampaha 6 Batticaloa 0  

 Kalutara 3 Kalmunai 0  

 Kandy 2 Ampara 3  

 Matale 1 Trincomalee 0  

 Nuwara Eliya 1 Kurunegala 3  

 Galle 1 Puttalam 1  

   Hambantota 0 Anuradhapura 1  

 Matara 1 Polonnaruwa 1  

 Jaffna 2 Badulla 2  

 Vavuniya 0 Monaragala 0  

 Ratnapura 4 Kegalle 2  

 
3. LEPTOSPIROSIS 
 
During the 3rd Quarter 2017,767 cases and 11 deaths (CFR 1.4 

%) due to Leptospirosis were notified to the Epidemiology Unit 

compared to 777 cases and 9 deaths in the previous quarter 

and 823 cases and 8 deaths during the corresponding quarter 

of 2016. 

Age and sex distribution of patients, revealed by the special 

surveillance data is given in table below. 

Table 06: SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS OF LEPTOSPIROSIS 

PATIENTS(%)- 3rd QUARTER 2017. 
 

 

 
Age Group  

 Sex  
    

 

Male Female 
 

     
       

 0 - 9 years  1.1 0.00  
       

 10 - 19 years  11.3 1.7  
       

 20 - 29years  17.2 8.6  
       

 30 - 39years  19.2 20.7  
       

 40 - 49years  20.1 17.2  
       

 50 - 59 years  17.5 31.0  
     

 >60years  13.6 20.7  
       

   Total  100.00 100.00  
       

 

4. HUMAN RABIES  
 

Four   cases of Human Rabies were notified to the 

Epidemiology Unit in the 3rd quarter, 2017 compared to 

06 cases in the previous quarter and 7 cases in the  

  corresponding quarter of year 2016.The four  notified   

cases  have been confirmed. 

 
Animal Rabies  
 

During this quarter, 39 dogs were reported positive for 

rabies, compared to 110 in the previous quarter and 111 

positive in the same period in the last year. 

 

Rabies Control Activities  
 
Dog vaccination - A total of 361269 dogs were vaccinated 

during the Quarter under review when com-pared to 317181 

in the previous quarter and 452044 in corresponding Quarter 

of the last year. 

 
Animal Birth control  

 

Chemical - A total of 3458 female dogs were injected with 

birth control injections (Progesterone) during the quarter 

under review. Surgical ï 34313 female dogs were subjected 

to sterilization by surgical method during the quarter under 

review. 

 
5. VIRAL HEPATITIS  
 
In the 3rd Quarter 2017, a total of 90 cases of Viral Hepatitis 

were reported to the Epidemiology Unit. This was in 

comparison to the 116 cases in the previous quarter and 301 

cases in the corresponding quarter of 2016. Rathnapura district 

(19 cases) reported the highest number of cases followed by 

Badulla District (10 cases). 

 
6. ENTERIC FEVER 
 
In the 3rd Quarter 2017, a total of 118 cases of Enteric fever 

were reported to the Epidemiology Unit, compared to 77 

cases in the previous quarter and 217 cases in the 

corresponding quarter of 2016. The district of Vavuniya (43 

cases) reported the highest number of cases, followed by 

Nôeliya and Galle (12 cases). 

 
7. DYSENTERY 
 
In the 3rd Quarter 2017, a total of 559 cases of Dysentery 

were reported to the Epidemiology Unit, in comparison to 318 

cases in the previous quarter and 1065 cases in the 

corresponding quarter of 2016. Jaffna district (127 cases) and 

Kalmunae (56 cases) reported the highest number of cases. 

 
 
8. MALARIA   

There were no indigenous malaria cases reported 

during the 3rd quarter of 2017. 
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9. JAPANESE  ENCEPHALITIS SURVEILLANCE -3rd quarter 

2017 

During the 3rd quarter of 2017, 56 cases of clinically suspected 

Encephalitis cases were reported to the Epidemiology Unit 

through the routine disease notification system. Out of this, 37 

cases were clinically confirmed by the Public Health Inspectors 

during their field investigations.  

During the 3rd quarter of 2017, MRI has reported 3 lab 

confirmed JE cases. Out of these 2 confirmed JE cases, all 

(100%) were investigated by the MOH. Up to 3rd Quarter (Jan ï

Sep) 2017, MRI has reported altogether 25 lab confirmed JE 

cases 

Among them, 10 (40%) were over 50 years of age, another 12 

(48%) were     between 21 -50 years, none was between 11 - 

20 years, another 3 (12%) were 1-10 years while none were 

less than one year. 

 The highest number of confirmed JE cases (07) were reported 

from Ratnapura, and Galle (3) , Gampaha (3), Kalutara (2), 

Colombo(2),  Matara (2) districts followed by (01 each) from 

Hambantota, Badulla, Matale  and Anuradhpura districts.  The 

majority of the confirmed JE cases had not been immunized  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Table 08 
SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS OF CONFIRMED  
CASES OF JEð up to 3rd Quarter 2017  

   

 Male 16 (64%) 

Sex  

Female 09 (36%) 
 

 
 

< 1 y 

  
   00 (00%)  

 1-10 y   03 (12%) 

Age group         11- 20        00 (00%) 
   

 
21-50Y       12 (48%)  

 > 50 Y       10 (40%) 
 

 Ratnapura 08 ( 32%) 
 

 

Galle 03 (12%)  

District  Gampaha 03 (12%) 
 Matara 02 (08%) 
 
 

Colombo 02 (08%)  
   

 Kalutara 02 (08%) 
   

 Matale 01 (04%) 
 
 

 
Hambantota 01 (04%) 

 Badulla 01(04%) 
 

 

 

 Anuradapura 01(04%) 
   

   

          

 
 

Table 07          

 
Results of Blood smear examination for malaria parasites - 3rd Quarter 
2017      

         

   3rd quarter 2016  3rd quarter 2017  
       

 No. of blood smears examined 265,229 269,329    
         

 No. of positives  0  0    
         

 No. of P. vivax   0  0    
         

 
No. of P. 
falciparum   0  0    

        

 No. of mixed infections 0  0    
        

 No. of infant positives 0  0    
       

 Slide positivity rate (S.P.R.) 0.00 0.00    
         

 P.v. : P.f. ratio  0  0    
        

 Percentage of infant positives 0%  0    
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Table 09 

 
DISTRIBUTION OF NUMBER OF BLOOD SMEARS EXAM -

INED BY DISTRICT RMOï 3RD QUARTER 2017  
 
 

 

 RMO July  August  Sept.  Total   

       

 Colombo  6639 8425 6632 21696  
       

 Gampaha  4127 5220 4672 14019  
       

 Kalu tara 1774 1543 1754 5071  
       

 Kandy  3812 4859 4263 12934  
       

 Matale 3300 2955 2508 8763  
       

 Nuwara Eliya  515 526 238 1279  
       

 Galle 1447 1613 1808 4868  
       

 Matara 1502 1405 664 3571  
       

 Hambantota  2408 3527 2161 8096  
       

 Jaffna  5796 6443 6515 18754  
       

 Kilinochchi  2205 1805 1669 5679  
       

 Vavuniya  2697 2521 2284 7502  
       

 Mannar  3379 3522 2432 9333  
       

 Mullaitivu  2336 2196 1751 6283  
       

 Batticaloa  5812 5679 5452 16943  
       

 Ampara  1925 2424 1743 6092  
       

 Kalmunei  3345 4036 3148 10,529  
       

 Trincomalie  2266 2494 2901 7661  
       

 Kurunegala  6473 5529 5799 17801  
       

 Maho 1459 1573 1686 4718  
       

 Puttalam  2761 3100 2869 8730  
       

 Anuradhapura  5525 4486 4398 14409  
       

 Pollonnaruwa  4242 3319 3737 11298  
       

 Badulla  3305 3720 2689 9714  
       

 Monaragala  4680 4590 3022 12292  
       

 Rathnapura  4138 3885 3549 11572  
       

 Kegalle  3288 3601 2833 9722  
       

 TOTAL 91156 94996 83177 269329  
       

 
Table 10 
 
MORBIDITY AND MORTALITY DUE TO 

DF/DHF - 3RD QUARTER 2017  
 

 

 RDHS 
Cases 

Percentage  
Deaths  CFR 

 
 

Division  (%) 
 

     

       

 Colombo  
12342 16.93 32 0.26  

       

 Gampaha  
13838 18.98 38 0.27  

       

 Kaluta ra 
4752 6.52 6 0.13 

 
       

 Kandy  
7299 10.01 11 0.15  

       

 Matale  
1467 2.01 4 0.27  

       

 N' Eliya  
492 0.67 0 0.00 

 
       

 Galle 
2318 3.18 4 0.17  

  
    

 

 Hambantota  
1125 1.54 0 0.00  

       

 Matara 
3221 4.42 7 0.22  

       

 Jaffna  
1007 1.38 1 0.10  

       

 Kilinochchi  
179 0.25 1 0.56  

       

 Mannar  
31 0.04 0 0.00  

       

 Vavuniya  
281 0.39 1 0.36  

       

 Mulativu  
144 0.20 0 0.00  

       

 Batticaloa  
613 0.84 0 0.00  

       

 Ampara  
387 0.53 0 0.00  

       

 Trincomalee  
321 0.44 0 0.00  

       

 Kurunagale  
4363 5.98 5 0.11  

       

 Puttalam  
2915 4.00 11 0.38  

       

 A'pura  
1104 1.51 0 0.00  

       

 Polonnaruwa  
478 0.66 0 0.00  

       

 Badulla  
1983 2.72 4 0.20  

       

 Moneragala  
1217 1.67 1 0.08  

       

 Ratnap ura 
5576 7.65 5 0.09  

       

 Kegalle  
4981 6.83 12 0.24  

       

 Kalmunai  
476 0.65 1 0.21  

       

 Total  
72910 100.00 144 0.20  
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